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Bio-power challenges the British Government to face EU prosecution.

The British bio-energy company, Bio-power UK Ltd, is running a conference to address the wide discrepancy in the way the Government is applying tax measures intended to encourage and facilitate the development of a viable bio-fuels industry in Britain.

Instead of serving its intended purpose, the recent reconsiderations of the law by HM Customs officers brings in to jeopardy any investment of time, effort or money into the creation of better bio-fuels in Britain.  We need a clear and accountable taxation system, and m=not one where the goal posts can be moved at any time to favour one method over another.  

The present position taken by Customs and Excise is that only bio-diesel made as a Fatty Acid Methyl Ester by the chemical process of transesterification will get the 20p per litre tax break provided by Gordon Brown to enable the economic production of alternatives to fossil fuels.  But this technique is regarded by the Bio-power as the most wasteful and inefficient way to make a biofuel.  


‘The purpose of the tax break is not to provide artificial support for inefficient and wasteful technologies’ Says John Nicholson, founder of the Bio-power group of companies.  ‘Britain should be at the forefront in the development of better bio-fuel technology, but the present changes made by customs officers will make us the laughing stock of Europe’.


Whilst the Prime Minister is busy telling other nations how they must make efforts to promote the necessary changes to address the threat of climate change, he is unaware that his civil servants are doing all they can to obstruct the progress being made in the UK.


‘Bio-diesel made as FAME is really a fraud’ says John Nicholson.  ‘It is not even a truly non-fossil fuel.’  The process uses methanol which becomes an essential part of the new Methyl Ester which is sold as a ‘green fuel’, but it is in fact made using fossil derived carbon atoms.  


‘The British public should be made aware of the fallacy of this method of production, and the desperate attempt being made by the government to rationalise the spending of public funds on the development of huge bio-fuels plants in the UK.’  


There are many much simpler and more efficient way to work with bio-fuels, and the best is to use raw vegetable oil or Pure Plant oil as a fuel.  This is now common place in Europe, and many millions of miles have now been driven by vehicles running ion Pure Plant Oils.  The latest EU Directive requires member nations to promote a broad spectrum of bio-fuel alternatives, and emphasises the environmental and economic benefits achieved when using pure plat Oil technology.  Yet the British Customs are poses to ban the use of this form of fuel, saying that any form of bio-fuel other than that produced by the process of transesterification is illegal.

The SVO Conference organised by the Bio-power will take place at the Novotel Hotel, Union Street, Wolverhampton on Saturday 10th December starting at 2.00pm.  It will have speakers on carious aspects of this technology, and will propose the formation of a new Association to formally support and represent the interests of all who wish to make and run their vehicles on this environmentally sustainable form of fuel.

Further information may be obtained from….

John Nicholson  

01286 830312   

jn@bio-power.co.uk  

www.bio-power.co.uk/svoconference
Additional information......
 

EU Directive 2003/03 requires member nations to provide tax incentives to promote a wide range of bio-fuel options, and sets out the use of Pure Plant Oil technology as a preferred option because of the environmental benefits.
 

EU Directives also provide member nations with the power to apply tax solely and specifically to MINERAL - i.e. fossil fuels.  On this basis all other nations do not tax (apply Excise Duty to ) non-fossil fuels.  
 

Large volumes of used fat feedstock created in Britain are now being exported to feed the prospering bio-diesel industries in France, Germany and Austria, because they can afford to pay more for the feed stock, because they do not have to pay any Excise Duty on their bio-fuel.
 
The first successful compression ignition engine invented and built by Rudolf Diesel ran on pure peanut oil, a lipid fat, not transesterified oil.  HM Customs officers have said that they would regard the fuel used by his engine as ‘not of Diesel quality’ and therefore it could not be considered as a Bio-fuel.

